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CHAP,    a guard of jSTairs, who were each to receive a fixed rate of
k _,_*_. pay-    Also, in order to ensure a good supply of ginger,
A>lx     ten ells of crimson velvet were to be given to the gazil -
1502.    for each cargo.    Besides ginger, the factor was to pro-
cure for the return voyage to Portugal quantities of rice,
sugar, honey, butter, oil, cocoa-nuts and dried fish.    He
was also to make cables of coir and cordage, for which
purpose several workmen were put on shore from the fleet.

After taking leave of the King, Vasco da Gama de-
parted, and on reaching Calicut he was much annoyed
to find no Moorish ships in the port, as they had all fled
on hearing that he was in the neighbourhood.

The King of Calicut, fearing the vengeance of Vasco
da   Gama, in order to gain time  sent   a  Brahman out
to him in a boat, with a white flag as a token of peace.
The Brahman was dressed in the habit of a friar, which he
assumed in order that he might have a better chance of
being listened to.    The disguise was, however, at once de-
tected, but da Gama gave him a safe-conduct to go on board-"'
his ship, which he accordingly did, and delivered the King's
message, which was to the effect that he had arrested
twelve   Moors,  who  were   principally   instrumental   in
causing him to assume a hostile  attitude  towards  the
Portuguese on their first visit to his city ; these he was
sending to da   Gama,   together  with   20,000   cruzados,
which he took from  them in  payment  for   the  goods
which were plundered in the factory.    Vasco da Gama
fully appreciating the motive which induced the King
to send this message, sent back a reply expressing satis-
faction that His Majesty recognised the fault that he had
committed ; stating that he would take what he sent him,
but regretting it included so few Moors out of the many
who had done the evil; and adding that he would retain
the friar until His Majesty's answer should be received.
The next day the King sent to say that the Moors had
offered 20,000 pardaos more for themselves, if da Gama
would   accept that  sum  for  their ransom.    Instead   of